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Queensland delivers ultimate 
Aussie escapes with 15 towns in 

Australia’s Top 100 
Queensland has secured 15 towns on the coveted list of the 100 Best Towns in Australia 

to Travel to, highlighting the state’s excellence in delivering ultimate Aussie holidays: 

from tropical reef and rainforest to iconic beaches, hinterland escapes and legendary 

outback towns. 

Port Douglas (No. 2) overall also takes out top Adventure & Nature spot in the list of 100 

Best Aussie Towns. 
 

Queensland continues to assert itself as one of Australia’s most varied and rewarding travel states, 
with a strong line-up of towns earning places on the 100 Best Towns in Australian to travel to 
published by best-selling domestic travel brand Australian Traveller. 

At the forefront is Port Douglas, which emerged as Queensland’s highest‑ranked town at No. 2 
overall, while also taking out top honours nationally in the Adventure & Nature category. 

Set between the Great Barrier Reef and the Daintree, Port Douglas stood out for delivering an 
experience that blends tropical landscapes, cultural connection and relaxed coastal luxury. “Tropical 
holiday greatness,” summarises panellist Irene Jones. 

Another all-time holiday favourite, Noosa made the top 10 at No.9. "Honestly, this town receives so 
many compliments we don't need to add to its ego,” quips panellist Catriona Rowntree. “Yes, you're 
gorgeous Noosa and we all love you!"  

Queensland also recorded category‑leading success elsewhere on the list, with Townsville named 
Australia’s No. 1 Arts & Culture town (ranked No. 31 overall), recognised for a creative momentum 
that is reshaping the city’s reputation beyond its natural surrounds. 

Beyond the highest‑ranked destinations, Queensland’s breadth across the list reflects the sheer range 
of experiences available across the state, from iconic beaches and wellness‑focused coastal towns to 
hinterland retreats and outback storytelling.  

Agnes Water/1770 (No. 21) was celebrated in the Beach category, while Mission Beach (No. 29) 
earned recognition for its laid‑back wellness appeal framed by rainforest and reef. 

Further inland, towns such as Longreach (No. 22) and Winton (No. 55) continue to capture the 
imagination with their rich heritage and unmistakable sense of place. “Home of Waltzing Matilda is 



just the beginning of the story,” says Australian Traveller Co‑Founder and panellist Quentin Long of 
the latter. “It doesn’t get more Australian.” 

Australian Traveller Print Editor and panellist Imogen Eveson says, “Queensland is Australia’s 
ultimate holiday playground as the towns in this list show. Whether you’re seeking iconic beach 
escapes, hinterland retreats or quintessential Australiana in the outback, this state has it all – and 
more.” 

This diversity is reflected in the 15 Queensland towns that earned a place on our list of the 100 Best 
Aussie Towns. 

The 15 Queensland towns on the 100 Best Towns in Australia to Travel to and their position in the 
100 were: 

2. Port Douglas 

9. Noosa 

21. Agnes Water/1770 

22. Longreach 

29. Mission Beach 

31. Townsville 

41. Maleny 

42. Tamborine Mountain 

43. Cooktown 

48. Airlie Beach 

55. Winton 

56. Cairns 

70. Hervey Bay 

78. Stanthorpe 

92. Atherton 

“For more than 20 years, Australian Traveller has championed regional travel – encouraging 
Australians to explore the wealth of amazing places you can find in your own backyard. This list is no 
exception and comes at a time when destinations around Queensland are doing it tough. We hope to 
support those towns by encouraging travellers – where they can – to get out there and keep 
exploring. And with 15 to choose from, you're bound to be able to find a town to visit that's closer to 
home.” 

About the 100 Best Towns in Australia to Travel to 
The 100 Aussie Best Towns were selected by aggregating the votes of a panel of 15 well-known 
Australians and tourism industry experts. The towns are ranked 1-100 and then organised into 10 
categories.  
 
The 10 categories and number one town in each of the categories is as follows: 

1. Emerging Towns 
Top Emerging Town – Bicheno, Tas (Ranked 1/100) 

2. Adventure & Nature Towns 
Top Adventure & Nature Town – Port Douglas, Qld (Ranked 2/100) 

3. Wellness Towns 
Top Wellness Town – Byron Bay, NSW (Ranked 3/100) 

4. Festival & Events 
Top Festival & Events Town – Port Fairy, Vic (Ranked 4/100) 

5. Country Towns 
Top Country Town – Bowral, NSW (Ranked 5/100) 

6. Outback Towns 
Top Outback Town – Broome, WA (Ranked 6/100) 

7. Food & Wine Towns 
Top Food & Wine Towns – Willunga, SA (Ranked 7/100) 

8. Beach Towns 
Top Beach Town – Eagle Bay, WA (Ranked 8/100) 

9. History & Heritage Towns 
Top History & Heritage Town – Stanley, Tas (Ranked 17/100) 



10. Arts & Culture 
Top Arts & Culture Town – Townsville, Qld (Ranked 31/100) 

 
The full list can be seen here and the panel can be seen here. 
 
Quotes from the panel for each town are available here.  
 
State specific press releases and imagery are available: 

NSW 
Vic 
Qld 
WA 
SA 
Tas 
NT 

***ENDS*** 
For more information or to arrange an interview please contact: 

Maya Levinson 
Marketing Executive 

0451 020 324 
mlevinson@australiantraveller.com 

 
Australian Traveller is Australia’s premium, highest-selling travel magazine, launched in 2005,  

for Australians travelling in Australia.  
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