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HOLLY ESSEX
SALES & EVENTS MANAGER

Quicksilver Group

As Sales & Events Manager for the Quicksilver Group in Port Douglas, Holly manages
international trade relationships and oversees group and private charter business.
With over ten years’ experience in tourism and events, she has a strong
understanding of both the visitor experience and the drivers of the local industry.

Quicksilver has a long and successful history of marketing the destination first and
foremost to all corners of the world, and as part of this team, Holly shares this passion
for showcasing the incredible natural assets and amazing products that define the
region on the global stage, both at home and abroad.

With extensive knowledge and travel to the North American market in particular, and
business events sectors, she is passionate about ensuring Port Douglas and the
Daintree is a must-visit destination while supporting sustainable growth and
opportunities for the dynamic local industry.

Holly would be proud to bring her experience, energy, and collaborative approach to
the TPDD Board, helping to drive visitation to the destination and strengthen the
vibrant community that makes Port Douglas and the Daintree so special.
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ANDREW HEARN
GROUP GENERAL MANAGER

The CaPTA Group

Andrew has over 20 years of extensive experience in financing, building, and
operating tourist attractions. Since joining The CaPTA Group in 2018, he has played a
pivotal role in revitalising the group’s offerings, initially focusing on the rejuvenation of
Wildlife Habitat in Port Douglas. He has since overseen major projects including the
redevelopment of the Rainforest Habitat and the construction of CrocArena.

As Group General Manager, Andrew now leads the strategic and operational
management of The CaPTA Group’s four attractions, with Wildlife Habitat remaining a
central focus. He continues to drive innovative large-scale projects that enhance
visitor engagement and promote environmental stewardship.

Andrew’s career includes managing some of the world’s most successful attractions
and brands, including Dubai Aquarium and KidZania. He also provided critical
leadership and expertise to ensure the successful opening of Cairns Aquarium as its
Chief Operating Officer.

He holds an Honours BA in Economics and International Management from Wilfrid
Laurier University. Having lived and worked in North America, Europe, Australia, and
the Middle East, Andrew has a broad understanding of domestic and international
markets.

During his time with The CaPTA Group, he has developed deep knowledge of the
unique challenges facing the Port Douglas and Daintree region, particularly in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, and takes a proactive approach to identifying and
implementing effective solutions.
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ALLAN HORNE
DIRECTOR OF SALES AND DISTRIBUTION

"v Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort, Port Douglas

) Originally from Scotland, Allan brings a global perspective and a deep appreciation
- , for regional storytelling to his role as Director of Sales & Distribution at the Sheraton
A Grand Mirage Resort Port Douglas. With over 16 years of experience in proactive
business development, Allan has built his career across Australia, working with some
of the world’s most prestigious hotel brands including Hilton, Langhan, Shangri-La,
and now Marriott. His journey through these iconic institutions has shaped a dynamic
approach to hospitality, blending international standards with local authenticity.

For the past seven years, Allan has proudly called Tropical North Queensland home.
During this time, he has become a passionate advocate for the Port Douglas Daintree
region, playing a key role in elevating its profile through strategic partnerships,
innovative campaigns, and a relentless focus on customer experience. Allan thrives on
collaboration and is inspired by the way the region comes together to deliver
unforgettable experiences to visitors from around the world.

A creative thinker and bold strategist, Allan is known for pushing the boundaries of
what'’s possible in destination sales. He consistently seeks out new ways to showcase
the natural beauty, cultural richness, and unique character of the region, ensuring that
Port Douglas and the Daintree remain top of mind for travellers seeking world class
experiences. His leadership style is grounded in innovation, inclusivity, and a
commitment to sustainable growth.

Allan’s diverse background, visionary mindset, and deep local engagement make him
a strong candidate for the Board of Tourism Port Douglas Daintree. He is excited
about the opportunity to contribute to the region’s continued success and to help
shape its future as one of Australia’s most iconic destinations.









